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PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE CONTACTS:  Alexandre Silva, Funchal. Email: alex.lupus@gmail.com  

When making any donation, please send an email to penhafranca.php@gmail.com with the date, and name on the 

transfer so that we are able to confirm that the transfer has been received. Thank you.  
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to: penhafranca.newsletter@gmail.com or alternatively, you can download them from the Chapel’s website/blog:  
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THE CATHOLIC MASS IN ENGLISH 
Good morning! Welcome to the Chapel of Our Lady of Penha de 
França. Our Mass time has changed and is now at 10h30 am on 
Sundays (half an hour later than usual). Today we celebrate the 
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time. We are blessed to have Father 
Joseph Arun celebrating our English language Mass for us. Father 
Joseph is a Carmelite priest, originally from Kerala, India.  
 

    

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS –  19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

(Wisdom 18:6-9; Psalm 32(33):1-22; Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19; Luke 12:32-48) 

 

The Wisdom of Solomon was the last book of the Old Testament to be written. It was written in Greek, 
not Hebrew, so not in the Septuagint nor therefore in the Protestant Bible. The final chapters meditate 
on the Exodus, contrasting the woes visited on the Egyptians at the first Passover with the gifts given 
by God to the Israelites. 
The Psalm celebrates God's faithfulness, power and wisdom, justifying our confidence in him. 
The 2nd readings in August from Hebrews describe faith, which gives assurance to our hopes. 
Abraham is the prime example of a man of faith: he obeyed God's command to go to a new land; he 
believed God's promise that he and Sarah would have a child in their old age; and he passed the 
supreme test of faith when God asked him to sacrifice his only son, Isaac. God's last-minute reprieve 
for Isaac is seen as a return from the dead. 
In Luke’s Gospel, following the parable we heard last week about the rich man building a bigger barn, 
Jesus assures us that we will be given all the resources we need to meet the Lord’s demands. He 
then urges us to have faith and to be prepared. 
                                                                                        - By: Chris Oliver   (www.bible-groups.info) 
 

PSALM RESPONSE: Happy the people the Lord has chosen as his own.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

People Helping People is a small project founded in the Chapel of Penha de França 
by the late Father Bernardino Andrade to help those in need.  Our former Bishop 
D. António once said, “One must find new ways of helping the poor”.  A very small group 
of people attending the English Mass decided to do just that after the floods in 2010! In 
a short period of time, we created partnerships with supermarket chains and 
restaurants; we have paid dozens of medical prescriptions, we have spent gallons and 
gallons of petrol riding across the island giving lifts, we have prevented families from 
going hungry, getting their electricity cut off, running out of gas, losing their homes. We 
have tried to keep them warm, keep them hopeful, and keep them dreaming. 

>> TRANSFER TO BANK ACCOUNT 

IN MADEIRA: 
ACCOUNT NAME:    

Associacao Gente Ajudando Gente             
BANK:   Banco Santander Totta        

ACCOUNT NUMBER:  0003 4938 1759020 

IBAN:    PT50 0018 0003 49381759020 94     
SWIFT:  TOTAPTPL     

NIB: 0018 0003 49381759020 94 

Bank Address:   

Caminho de Santa Quiteria 46A,   

9020-119, Funchal 

Madeira, Portugal.    

>> DONATIONS FROM THE UK: 

ACCOUNT NAME:   Sinead Moynihan             
BANK:   Lloyds Bank                                        

ACCOUNT NUMBER:  02461743 

BRANCH:  Univ. of Cambridge                        

SORT CODE:  30-13-55     

IBAN:    GB05 LOYD 3013 5502 4617 43       
BIC:  LOYDGB21035 

The funds will then be transferred to Madeira. 

Any questions or concerns about transferring to 

this account, please contact Sinead Moynihan 

at:   sineadmoynihan7@icloud.com  

Our Social Hall has a 
Free Little Library: a 
cabinet full of books. 
You’re welcome to take 
a book, borrow a book, 
leave one in exchange, 
or even bring in some 
books that you have 
lying around that you 

no longer want.      

Please sign our Visitor’s book 
in the Social Hall …. leave us 
your comments, or suggestions, 
let us know where you’re from! ☺ 
We also have a map where you 
can place a pin on where you are 

visiting us from!       

Tea and 

Coffee 

After Mass 
 

Join us across 

the garden for a 

cup of coffee, 

cake, and a 

chat!  

"The poor are the treasure of the Church! Why? Because they are the suffering 
flesh of Christ! Let us ask the Lord that our journey in love never make us 
abstract in our love. But may our love be concrete, with works of mercy, where 
we touch the Flesh of Christ, of Christ Incarnate.  The humility of the little one is 
that which walks in the presence of the Lord, which does not speak ill of others, 
which looks only to service, which feels itself to be the smallest - there lies the 
strength." (Humility and Awe). Pope Francis 

 

  TODAY’S  HYMN MUSIC:   

                                             By:  Larysa and Anastacia 
 

 

 
 

Entry:  “O Lord, my God…” - 419 

Offertory:  “All that I am…” - 21 

Communion:  “On this day of joy…” - 447 

Final:  “Go, the mass is ended…” - 175 
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REFLECTIONS – By Deacon Tito Pereira                - (dcn.tito@gmail.com)  
 

 
 

“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit.” 
 
Although it is not celebrated on a 
Sunday, the Feast of São Lourenço 
(St. Lawrence the Deacon) normally 
falls on August 10th. The name São 
Lourenço can be found in some of 
Madeira’s most well-known places.  
There is the rugged and beautiful Ponta de São Lourenço, the 

island’s eastern tip reaching into the Atlantic. 
 

In Funchal, the Palácio de São Lourenço stands as a symbol 
of history and authority. Yet it is probably in the quiet parish of 
Camacha where the spirit of São Lourenço is most alive, 
especially through the work of the Confraria de São 
Lourenço and its focus on the poor. This Brotherhood was 
first established in Camacha in the 17th century. 
 

St. Lawrence was a deacon in the early Church who cared for 
the poor. When the pope was arrested during persecution, Lawrence asked, “Where are 
you going without your deacon?” The pope replied that he would soon follow in his steps, 
indicating that Lawrence would also be arrested. When Lawrence was arrested a few 
days later, he was told to hand over the Church’s treasures. Instead, he gathered the 
poor, sick and needy and said they were the true treasures of the Church. For this brave 
act he was martyred, traditionally by being burned alive. 
 

This story fits well with today’s Gospel, where Jesus tells us to be alert and ready. He 
says, “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit” because the Son of Man will come 
at a time we do not expect. Being ready is not just waiting but living faithfully, especially 
by serving others. 

 

In Camacha, the Confraria de São Lourenço was more than a 
brotherhood. It gave financial help to those in need and showed the 
true spirit of Saint Lawrence by standing with the poor. This practical 
care shows the real treasure of São Lourenço better than the grand 
palace or the dramatic headland. 
 

This Sunday invites us to think about what it means to be ready. Are 
we ready to serve, to love, and to see Christ in those around us? May 
Saint Lawrence inspire us to keep our lamps lit and our hearts open, 
living with faith and kindness every day. 
 

Saint Lawrence, pray for us that we may always be ready to serve 
Christ in the poor and needy. Amen. 
 

PS, please pray for all deacons today. Thank you. 

     – Deacon Tito  

 

      OUR LADY OF MONTE FESTIVAL – 14th  and 15th of August 
 

 
On the 14th and 15th of August the island of 
Madeira celebrates the Nossa Senhora do Monte 
Festival (Our Lady of the Mount). It is the biggest 
religious festival on the island and attracts thousands 
of devotees. In this popular festival held in honour of 
the patron saint of Madeira, Monte Parish is decorated 
with traditional festoons of colourful flowers. Food and 
beverage stalls are set up in the streets where you can 
sample the island’s traditional boiled sweets, beef 
skewers, regional drinks and baked goodies.   
Lively processions honouring Our Lady of Monte, the 
patron saint of Funchal, are held on 15th August every 
year. The church contains elegant chandeliers, a statue of Our 
Lady of Monte revered since the days when the island was first 
settled, beautiful pieces of gold and silverwork crafted in the 
17th and 18th centuries. 

 
 At the Monte Church you will also 
find the tomb of Charles I of 
Habsburg, the last emperor of 
Austria, who went into exile in 
Madeira in 1921.  
 
In the atrium of the church you can 
find the statue of the Emperor.  
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     THOUGHT FOR  
         THE WEEK 

 
 

“This place where you are 
 right now God circled on a 

map for you.”    

 

 

 

 

  (Robert Holden, quoted in Life  
         Loves You) 

 

Palácio de São Lourenço 

Statue of São 

Lourenço in 

the church of 

Camacha 

GOLDEN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 
 

 

Paul and Sue Woolley have come to Madeira 
on holiday to celebrate a very special event! It 
was their 50th Wedding Anniversary yesterday!!   
                                                           They are at  
                                                            Mass this  
                                                           morning to 
                                                           celebrate  
                                                           this special  
                                                           milestone,  
                                                           and receive 
                                                           a special  
                                                           blessing 
                                                           from Father  
                                                          Joseph. 
 


